SECT. VI.]      OF   PRACTICAL   CHRISTIANITY.	219
thought little, or scarcely at all, about religion
(" living," to use the emphatical language of Scrip-
ture, " without God in the world,") become at length
in some degree impressed with a sense of the infinite
importance of religion. A fit of sickness, perhaps,
or the loss of some friend or much loved relative,
or some other stroke of adverse fortune, damps their
spirits, awakens them to a practical conviction of
the precariousness of all human things, and turns
them to seek for some more stable foundation of
happiness than this world can afford. Looking into
themselves ever so little, they become sensible that
they must have offended God. They resolve accord-
ingly to set about the work of reformation.—Here
it is that we shall recognize the fatal effects of the
prevailing ignorance of the real nature of Christi-
anity, and the general forgetfulriess of its grand pe-
culiarities. These men wish to reform, but they know
neither the real nature of their disease, nor its true
remedy. They are aware^ indeed, that they must
" cease to do evil, and learn to do well;" that
they must relinquish their habits of vice, and at-
tend more or less to the duties of Religion; but,
having no conception of the actual malignity of
the disease under which they labour, or of the
perfect cure which the Gospel has providfed for
it, or of the manner in which that cure is to be
effected,—
" They do but skin and film the ulcerous place,
While rank corruption, mining all within,
Infects unseen."
It often happens therefore but too naturally in
this case, that where they do not soon desist from
their attempt at reformation, and relapse into their
old habits of sin, they take up with a partial and
scanty amendment, and* fondly flatter themselves

